
  

St Clare’s Curriculum 
 

History 



Early Years Statutory Framework 

Understanding the World 

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and 
range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, 
libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, 
listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, 
technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words 
that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading 
comprehension. 

 

ELG: Past and Present 

Children at the expected level of development will:  

• Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society;  
• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has 

been read in class;  
• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

 

 

 

 



Pupils learn about the lives of people around them, including their parents and grandparents, police officers, 
staff around the school, and through the careers programme. 

They learn about the concept of time through the creation of a timeline through their year in EYFS and hear 
lots of stories set in the past, including Bible stories. 

Pupils learn about familiar situations in the past, such as their baptism and the baptism of their staff and 
parents as well as through the Special Times topic. 

Pupils learn about dinosaurs through small world play, stories, art and maths. 

Pupils compare past and present by comparing vehicles and toys both in pictures and in physical artefacts.  
They look at Coalville in the past through photos and artefacts such as a miners’ lantern.  Pupils are shown 
how clothes in stories look different to clothes worn today. 

In art, pupils look at the work of Kandinsky, comparing modern and past art.  



National Curriculum Purpose of study 

 A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the 
wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive 
questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to 
understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different 
groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.  

National Curriculum Aims  

The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:  

• know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the 
present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider 
world  

• know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion 
and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind  

• gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and 
‘peasantry’  

• understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, 
and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own 
structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses  

• understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and 
discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed History – key stages 1 
and 2   

• gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections 
between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social 
history; and between short- and long-term timescales  



 

  

Key Stage One 
Pupils should be taught about: Year 1 Year 2 

changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these 
should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life 

Are my toys the same as my 
grandparents' toys? 

How has transport 
changed over time? 

events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or 
globally [for example, the Great Fire of London, the first 

aeroplane flight or events commemorated through festivals or 
anniversaries] 

What were the events and 
consequences of the Great 

Fire of London? 
 

the lives of significant individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international achievements. Some 
should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods 

[for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher 
Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim 

Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks 
and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale 

and Edith Cavell] 

What do Christopher 
Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong have in 

common? 

How did war-time 
nurses become 

significant historical 
figures? 

significant historical events, people and places in their own 
locality. 

 
Which places and 

people are significant 
in Coalville's history 

and why? 



Key Stage Two 
Pupils should be taught about: Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 
What changed from the 
Stone Age to the Iron 

Age? 
   

the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain  
What do Roman 

artefacts tell us about 
the past? 

  

Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots   
What is the significance 
of the Anglo-Saxons in 

British history? 

 

the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England 
to the time of Edward the Confessor 

   Vikings: invaders, traders 
or settlers? 

a local history study   How has coalmining 
shaped our local area? 

 

a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends 
pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

   
How did the role of 

women change on the 
home front during and 

after World War II? 

the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of 
where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study 
of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient 

Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 

What were key aspects 
of the Ancient Egyptian 

civilisation? 
   

Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their 
influence on the western world 

 
How does Ancient Greek 

life compare to life in 
Europe today? 

  

a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history 
– one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a 

study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin 
(West Africa) c. AD 900-1300 

   How were the Maya 
different to the Vikings? 

 

 



Historical Concepts  

These six strands run through the St Clare’s history curriculum: 

 

Concept Definition 

Exploration Searching an unfamiliar area in order to learn about it. 
Invasion Entering a place in order to take over control of it. 
Lifestyle Typical daily life of a group of people. 

Religion Believing in and worshipping of an entity, usually a God or 
Gods. 

Civilisation A stable community of a group of people with the same 
language and way of life. 

Chronology Arranging events or dates in the order in which they 
occurred. 

 

  



Exploration 

Searching an unfamiliar area in order to learn about it. 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Are my toys the same 
as my grandparents’ 

toys? 

Which places and 
people are significant 
in Coalville's history 

and why? 

What changed from 
the Stone Age to the 

Iron Age? 

How does Ancient 
Greek life compare to 
life in Europe today? 

What is the 
significance of the 

Anglo-Saxons in British 
history? 

Vikings: invaders, 
traders or settlers? 

What were the events 
and consequences of 

the Great Fire of 
London? 

How did war-time 
nurses become 

significant historical 
figures? 

What were key aspects 
of the Ancient 

Egyptian civilisation? 

What do Roman 
artefacts tell us about 

the past? 

How has coalmining 
shaped our local area? 

How were the Maya 
different to the 

Vikings? 

What did Christopher 
Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong have in 

common? 

How has transport 
changed over time? 

   

How did the role of 
women change on the 
home front during and 

after World War II? 

  



Invasion 

Entering a place in order to take over control of it. 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Are my toys the same 
as my grandparents’ 

toys? 

Which places and 
people are significant 
in Coalville's history 

and why? 

What changed from 
the Stone Age to the 

Iron Age? 

How does Ancient 
Greek life compare to 
life in Europe today? 

What is the 
significance of the 

Anglo-Saxons in British 
history? 

Vikings: invaders, 
traders or settlers? 

What were the events 
and consequences of 

the Great Fire of 
London? 

How did war-time 
nurses become 

significant historical 
figures? 

What were key aspects 
of the Ancient 

Egyptian civilisation? 

What do Roman 
artefacts tell us about 

the past? 

How has coalmining 
shaped our local area? 

How were the Maya 
different to the 

Vikings? 

What did Christopher 
Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong have in 

common? 

How has transport 
changed over time? 

   

How did the role of 
women change on the 
home front during and 

after World War II? 

  



Lifestyle 

Typical daily life of a group of people. 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Are my toys the same 
as my grandparents’ 

toys? 

Which places and 
people are significant 
in Coalville's history 

and why? 

What changed from 
the Stone Age to the 

Iron Age? 

How does Ancient 
Greek life compare to 
life in Europe today? 

What is the 
significance of the 

Anglo-Saxons in British 
history? 

Vikings: invaders, 
traders or settlers? 

What were the events 
and consequences of 

the Great Fire of 
London? 

How did war-time 
nurses become 

significant historical 
figures? 

What were key aspects 
of the Ancient 

Egyptian civilisation? 

What do Roman 
artefacts tell us about 

the past? 

How has coalmining 
shaped our local area? 

How were the Maya 
different to the 

Vikings? 

What did Christopher 
Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong have in 

common? 

How has transport 
changed over time? 

   

How did the role of 
women change on the 
home front during and 

after World War II? 

  



Religion 

Believing in and worshipping of an entity, usually a God or Gods. 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Are my toys the same 
as my grandparents’ 

toys? 

Which places and 
people are significant 
in Coalville's history 

and why? 

What changed from 
the Stone Age to the 

Iron Age? 

How does Ancient 
Greek life compare to 
life in Europe today? 

What is the 
significance of the 

Anglo-Saxons in British 
history? 

Vikings: invaders, 
traders or settlers? 

What were the events 
and consequences of 

the Great Fire of 
London? 

How did war-time 
nurses become 

significant historical 
figures? 

What were key aspects 
of the Ancient 

Egyptian civilisation? 

What do Roman 
artefacts tell us about 

the past? 

How has coalmining 
shaped our local area? 

How were the Maya 
different to the 

Vikings? 

What did Christopher 
Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong have in 

common? 

How has transport 
changed over time? 

   

How did the role of 
women change on the 
home front during and 

after World War II? 

  



Civilisation 

A stable community of a group of people with the same language and way of life. 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Are my toys the same 
as my grandparents’ 

toys? 

Which places and 
people are significant 
in Coalville's history 

and why? 

What changed from 
the Stone Age to the 

Iron Age? 

How does Ancient 
Greek life compare to 
life in Europe today? 

What is the 
significance of the 

Anglo-Saxons in British 
history? 

Vikings: invaders, 
traders or settlers? 

What were the events 
and consequences of 

the Great Fire of 
London? 

How did war-time 
nurses become 

significant historical 
figures? 

What were key aspects 
of the Ancient 

Egyptian civilisation? 

What do Roman 
artefacts tell us about 

the past? 

How has coalmining 
shaped our local area? 

How were the Maya 
different to the 

Vikings? 

What did Christopher 
Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong have in 

common? 

How has transport 
changed over time? 

   

How did the role of 
women change on the 
home front during and 

after World War II? 

 
  



Chronology 

Arranging events or dates in the order in which they occurred. 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Are my toys the same 
as my grandparents’ 

toys? 

Which places and 
people are significant 
in Coalville's history 

and why? 

What changed from 
the Stone Age to the 

Iron Age? 

How does Ancient 
Greek life compare to 
life in Europe today? 

What is the 
significance of the 

Anglo-Saxons in British 
history? 

Vikings: invaders, 
traders or settlers? 

What were the events 
and consequences of 

the Great Fire of 
London? 

How did war-time 
nurses become 

significant historical 
figures? 

What were key aspects 
of the Ancient 

Egyptian civilisation? 

What do Roman 
artefacts tell us about 

the past? 

How has coalmining 
shaped our local area? 

How were the Maya 
different to the 

Vikings? 

What did Christopher 
Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong have in 

common? 

How has transport 
changed over time? 

   

How did the role of 
women change on the 
home front during and 

after World War II? 

 

  



Substantive and Disciplinary Knowledge 

Substantive knowledge – knowledge about the past – is identified on each unit’s knowledge organiser. 

Disciplinary knowledge – knowledge about how historians investigate the past, and how they construct historical claims, 
arguments and accounts – is categorised as follows: 

Cause 

How historians analyse how and why events or states of affairs occurred or emerged. 

Consequence 

The way historians analyse the consequences of an event or development. 

Change and Continuity 

Historical analysis of the pace, nature and extent of change or characterisation of a process of change. 

Similarity and Difference 

Historical analysis of the extent and type of difference between people, groups, experiences or places in the same historical 
period. 

Historical Significance 

How and why historical events, trends and individuals are ascribed historical significance. 

Sources and Evidence 

How historians use sources as evidence to construct, challenge or test claims about the past. 

Historical interpretations 

An understanding of how and why different accounts of the past are constructed. 



Cause 

How historians analyse how and why events or states of affairs occurred or emerged. 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Are my toys the same 
as my grandparents’ 

toys? 

Which places and 
people are significant 
in Coalville's history 

and why? 

What changed from 
the Stone Age to the 

Iron Age? 

How does Ancient 
Greek life compare to 
life in Europe today? 

What is the 
significance of the 

Anglo-Saxons in British 
history? 

Vikings: invaders, 
traders or settlers? 

What were the events 
and consequences of 

the Great Fire of 
London? 

How did war-time 
nurses become 

significant historical 
figures? 

What were key aspects 
of the Ancient 

Egyptian civilisation? 

What do Roman 
artefacts tell us about 

the past? 

How has coalmining 
shaped our local area? 

How were the Maya 
different to the 

Vikings? 

What did Christopher 
Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong have in 

common? 

How has transport 
changed over time? 

   

How did the role of 
women change on the 
home front during and 

after World War II? 

 
  



Consequence 

The way historians analyse the consequences of an event or development. 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Are my toys the same 
as my grandparents’ 

toys? 

Which places and 
people are significant 
in Coalville's history 

and why? 

What changed from 
the Stone Age to the 

Iron Age? 

How does Ancient 
Greek life compare to 
life in Europe today? 

What is the 
significance of the 

Anglo-Saxons in British 
history? 

Vikings: invaders, 
traders or settlers? 

What were the events 
and consequences of 

the Great Fire of 
London? 

How did war-time 
nurses become 

significant historical 
figures? 

What were key aspects 
of the Ancient 

Egyptian civilisation? 

What do Roman 
artefacts tell us about 

the past? 

How has coalmining 
shaped our local area? 

How were the Maya 
different to the 

Vikings? 

What did Christopher 
Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong have in 

common? 

How has transport 
changed over time? 

   

How did the role of 
women change on the 
home front during and 

after World War II? 

 
  



Change and Continuity 

Historical analysis of the pace, nature and extent of change or characterisation of a process of change. 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Are my toys the same 
as my grandparents’ 

toys? 

Which places and 
people are significant 
in Coalville's history 

and why? 

What changed from 
the Stone Age to the 

Iron Age? 

How does Ancient 
Greek life compare to 
life in Europe today? 

What is the 
significance of the 

Anglo-Saxons in British 
history? 

Vikings: invaders, 
traders or settlers? 

What were the events 
and consequences of 

the Great Fire of 
London? 

How did war-time 
nurses become 

significant historical 
figures? 

What were key aspects 
of the Ancient 

Egyptian civilisation? 

What do Roman 
artefacts tell us about 

the past? 

How has coalmining 
shaped our local area? 

How were the Maya 
different to the 

Vikings? 

What did Christopher 
Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong have in 

common? 

How has transport 
changed over time? 

   

How did the role of 
women change on the 
home front during and 

after World War II? 

 
  



Similarity and Difference 

Historical analysis of the extent and type of difference between people, groups, experiences or places in the same historical period. 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Are my toys the same 
as my grandparents’ 

toys? 

Which places and 
people are significant 
in Coalville's history 

and why? 

What changed from 
the Stone Age to the 

Iron Age? 

How does Ancient 
Greek life compare to 
life in Europe today? 

What is the 
significance of the 

Anglo-Saxons in British 
history? 

Vikings: invaders, 
traders or settlers? 

What were the events 
and consequences of 

the Great Fire of 
London? 

How did war-time 
nurses become 

significant historical 
figures? 

What were key aspects 
of the Ancient 

Egyptian civilisation? 

What do Roman 
artefacts tell us about 

the past? 

How has coalmining 
shaped our local area? 

How were the Maya 
different to the 

Vikings? 

What did Christopher 
Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong have in 

common? 

How has transport 
changed over time? 

   

How did the role of 
women change on the 
home front during and 

after World War II? 

 
  



Historical Significance 

How and why historical events, trends and individuals are ascribed historical significance. 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Are my toys the same 
as my grandparents’ 

toys? 

Which places and 
people are significant 
in Coalville's history 

and why? 

What changed from 
the Stone Age to the 

Iron Age? 

How does Ancient 
Greek life compare to 
life in Europe today? 

What is the 
significance of the 

Anglo-Saxons in British 
history? 

Vikings: invaders, 
traders or settlers? 

What were the events 
and consequences of 

the Great Fire of 
London? 

How did war-time 
nurses become 

significant historical 
figures? 

What were key aspects 
of the Ancient 

Egyptian civilisation? 

What do Roman 
artefacts tell us about 

the past? 

How has coalmining 
shaped our local area? 

How were the Maya 
different to the 

Vikings? 

What did Christopher 
Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong have in 

common? 

How has transport 
changed over time? 

   

How did the role of 
women change on the 
home front during and 

after World War II? 

 
  



Sources and Evidence 

How historians use sources as evidence to construct, challenge or test claims about the past. 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Are my toys the same 
as my grandparents’ 

toys? 

Which places and 
people are significant 
in Coalville's history 

and why? 

What changed from 
the Stone Age to the 

Iron Age? 

How does Ancient 
Greek life compare to 
life in Europe today? 

What is the 
significance of the 

Anglo-Saxons in British 
history? 

Vikings: invaders, 
traders or settlers? 

What were the events 
and consequences of 

the Great Fire of 
London? 

How did war-time 
nurses become 

significant historical 
figures? 

What were key aspects 
of the Ancient 

Egyptian civilisation? 

What do Roman 
artefacts tell us about 

the past? 

How has coalmining 
shaped our local area? 

How were the Maya 
different to the 

Vikings? 

What did Christopher 
Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong have in 

common? 

How has transport 
changed over time? 

   

How did the role of 
women change on the 
home front during and 

after World War II? 

 
  



Historical interpretations 
An understanding of how and why different accounts of the past are constructed. 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Are my toys the same 
as my grandparents’ 

toys? 

Which places and 
people are significant 
in Coalville's history 

and why? 

What changed from 
the Stone Age to the 

Iron Age? 

How does Ancient 
Greek life compare to 
life in Europe today? 

What is the 
significance of the 

Anglo-Saxons in British 
history? 

Vikings: invaders, 
traders or settlers? 

What were the events 
and consequences of 

the Great Fire of 
London? 

How did war-time 
nurses become 

significant historical 
figures? 

What were key aspects 
of the Ancient 

Egyptian civilisation? 

What do Roman 
artefacts tell us about 

the past? 

How has coalmining 
shaped our local area? 

How were the Maya 
different to the 

Vikings? 

What did Christopher 
Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong have in 

common? 

How has transport 
changed over time? 

   

How did the role of 
women change on the 
home front during and 

after World War II? 

  



 

Year 1 – Are my toys the same as my grandparents’ toys?  

 

St Clare’s Unit Plan: 

I can explain how we find out about the past 
I can compare modern day toys and compare how they are similar and different 
I can compare my life when I was younger and my life now 
I can compare toys from 30 years ago to modern toys 
I can compare toys from 60 years ago to modern toys 
I can answer the enquiry question: are my toys the same as my grandparents’ toys? 

 

Learning enhancements: 

• Pupils visit Newarke Houses Museum to look at toys from the past 
• Pupils handle genuine and replica artefacts 
• Pupils homework includes questioning relatives about the toys they played with when they were young 

 

Links to prior learning: 

• EYFS – past and present – talk about family members and look at some toys from the past 

  



 

  



 

Year 1 – What were the events and consequences of the Great Fire of London?  

 

St Clare’s Unit Plan: 

I can compare London in 1666 to London today 
I can compare jobs in 1666 to jobs today 
I can explain the chronology of the Great Fire of London 
I can use an historic document to find out about the past 
I can explain the consequences of the Great Fire of London 
I can explain the events and consequences of the Great Fire of London 

 

Learning enhancements: 

• Pupils homework includes making cardboard houses which are then burnt to replicate the spread of the fire 
• Fire Safety Talk from the Fire Brigade 

 

Links to prior learning: 

• EYFS – past and present – describe jobs people have and how these have changed 
• Year 1 – build on timeline created in unit about toys 

 

  



 



Year 1 – What do Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong have in common?  

 

St Clare’s Unit Plan: 

I can explain what an explorer is 
 
I can explain who Christopher Columbus was 
I can describe Christopher Columbus’ explorations and their historic significance 
I can explain who Neil Armstrong was 
I can describe Neil Armstrong’s explorations and their historic significance 
I can explain what Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong have in common 

 

Learning enhancements: 

• Pupils become explorers of an unknown part of their local area 
 

Links to prior learning: 

• EYFS – past and present 
• EYFS - Space 
• Year 1 – build on timeline 

  





Year 2 – Which places and people are significant in Coalville's history and why?  

 

St Clare’s Unit Plan: 

I can understand that Coalville has changed over time 
I can look for clues about the history of the local area 
I can explain the significance of the Memorial Clock Tower to Coalville 
I can explain the significance of George Stephenson to Coalville  
I can explain the significance of the Palitoy factory to Coalville 
I can explain which places and people are significant in Coalville’s history and why 

 

Learning enhancements: 

• Pupils take a walk around the local area to find evidence of its history 

 

Links to prior learning: 

• EYFS – past and present – talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society 
• Year 1 – build on timeline created 

  





Year 2 – How did war-time nurses become significant historical figures?  

 

St Clare’s Unit Plan: 

I can explain what makes a person historically significant 
I can explain who Florence Nightingale was and how she improved nursing 
I can explain who Mary Seacole was and how she improved nursing 
I can explain who Edith Cavell was and how she improved nursing 
I can compare the lives of three significant nurses  
I can explain how war-time nurses became significant historical figures 

 

Learning enhancements: 

• Visit from a present day nurse 
 

Links to prior learning: 

• EYFS – past and present – children talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society 
• Y1 – build on timeline created 
• Y1 – Other significant historical figures – Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong    

  





Year 2 – How has transport changed over time?  

 

St Clare’s Unit Plan: 

I can describe different modes of transport 
I can describe how cars have changed over time 
I can describe how trains have changed over time 
I can describe how ships have changed over time 
I can describe how planes have changed over time 
I can explain how transport has changed over time 

 

Learning enhancements: 

• Pupils visit Abbey Pumping Station to look at a range of historic vehicles 

 

Links to prior learning: 

• EYFS – past and present 
• Year 1 – build on timeline created 
• Year 1 – old toys (toy cars etc.) 
• Year 1 – Great Fire of London (fire vehicles) 
• Year 2 – Local history (railway line) 

  





Year 3 – What changed from the Stone Age to the Iron Age?  

 

St Clare’s Unit Plan: 

I can describe what life was like in the Palaeolithic and Mesolithic eras 
I can explain how hunter-gathers became farmers 
I can explain how tools changed after the Neolithic era 
I can explain what buried hoards tell us about Britain in 55BC 
I can explain the chronology of changes from the Stone Age to the Bronze Age to the Iron Age 
I can describe what changed from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

 

Learning enhancements: 

• Pupils look at replica artefacts 
• Visitor sharing artefacts and virtual reality from the period 

 

Links to prior learning: 

• EYFS – past and present 
• EYFS - dinosaurs 
• KS1 – build on timeline created 

  





 

Year 3 – What were key aspects of the Ancient Egyptian civilisation?  

 

St Clare’s Unit Plan: 

I can investigate who built the Great Pyramid at Giza 
I can explain why Hatshepsut sent an expedition to Punt 
I can explain why Akhenaten was so hated 
I can explain why Rameses II made sure only his version of events was remembered 
I can explain how the civilisation of Egypt ended 
I can describe key aspects of the Ancient Egyptian civilisation 

 

Learning enhancements: 

• Pupils look at replica artefacts 
• Pupils visit Ancient Egyptian exhibit at New Walk Museum 

 

Links to prior learning: 

• EYFS – past and present 
• KS1 – build on timeline created 
• Year 2 – transport (boats) 

  





Year 4 – How does Ancient Greek life compare to life in Europe today?  

 

St Clare’s Unit Plan: 

I can find out about Greek life by looking at artefacts 
I can explain how the Ancient Greeks lived and were educated 
I can demonstrate an understanding of democracy 
I can explain who the Ancient Greeks worshipped 
I can use historical sources to form conclusions about an event in the past 
I can explain how Ancient Greek life compares to life in Europe today 

 

Learning enhancements: 

• Pupils look at replica artefacts 

 

Links to prior learning: 

• EYFS – past and present 
• KS1 – build on timeline created 
• Year 3 – Ancient Egypt (Gods) 
• Whole school British Values – democracy 

  



 
 



Year 4 – What do Roman artefacts tell us about the past?  

 

St Clare’s Unit Plan: 

I can describe early Rome and explain how we know this 
I can describe and explain why the Roman army was so powerful 
I can compare Roman settlements to Celtic villages 
I can explain who Boudicca was and why she took revenge on the Romans 
I can describe how the Romans protected their land and how we know this 
I can explain what Roman artefacts tell us about the past 

 

Learning enhancements: 

• Pupils look at replica artefacts 

 

Links to prior learning: 

• EYFS – past and present 
• KS1 – build on timeline created 
• Year 3 – Ancient Egypt (Gods, conquest) 

 

  



 

 



Year 5 – What is the significance of the Anglo-Saxons in British history?  

 

St Clare’s Unit Plan: 

I can explain the chronology of the withdrawal of the Romans from Britain 
I can describe the Scot invasion of Britain 
I can explain how and why the Anglo-Saxons invaded Britain 
I can explain who ruled England in Anglo-Saxon times 
I can describe the lifestyle of an Anglo-Saxon 
I can explain the significance of the Anglo-Saxons in British history 

 

Learning enhancements: 

• Pupils look at replica artefacts 

 

Links to prior learning: 

• EYFS – past and present 
• KS1 – build on timeline created 
• Year 3 – Ancient Egypt (lifestyle, invasion) 
• Year 4 – Romans (chronology follow on) 

  



 
  



Year 5 – How has coal mining shaped our local area?  

 

St Clare’s Unit Plan: 

I can explain how Coalville came to be established 
I can describe the chronology of early coal mining in the area 
I cam explain the importance of the railway line 
I can describe the impact of the Whitwick Mining Disaster 
I can describe the impact of coal mining ceasing in the area 
I can explain how coal mining has shaped the local area 

 

Learning enhancements: 

• Pupils have visitors from Snibston Colliery and then visit the site 
• Pupils watch “The Black Minute” theatre production 

 

Links to prior learning: 

• EYFS – past and present 
• KS1 – build on timeline created 
• Year 2 – Local history unit 
• Year 2 – How transport has changed (trains) 

  



 



 

Year 6 – Vikings: invaders, traders or settlers?  

 

St Clare’s Unit Plan: 

I can explain the Vikings’ migration to Britain and understand its chronology 
I can describe the lifestyle of the Vikings 
I can use historical sources to find out about Viking longboats and how they were used 
I can describe and explain the Viking raid on Lindisfarne 
I can describe the impact of Alfred the Great’s resistance to the Vikings in England 
I can discuss whether the Vikings were invaders, traders or settlers 

 

Learning enhancements: 

• Pupils look at replica artefacts 

 

Links to prior learning: 

• EYFS – past and present 
• KS1 – build on timeline created 
• Year 2 – How transport has changed (boats) 
• Year 3 – Ancient Egypt (Gods) 
• Year 4 – Ancient Greeks (Gods) 
• Year 5 – Anglo Saxons (chronology follows on; Alfred the Great) 



 
  



 

Year 6 – How were the Maya different to the Vikings?  

 

St Clare’s Unit Plan: 

I can compare the chronology and location of the Maya and the Vikings 
I can compare the lifestyle of the Maya to the Vikings 
I can compare the religious beliefs of the Maya to that of the Vikings 
I can explore the Maya number and calendar systems and explain their importance to the Maya 
I can evaluate the reliability of Mayan art and drawings as an historical source 
I can explain how the Maya were different to the Vikings 

 

Learning enhancements: 

• Pupils look at replica artefacts 

 

Links to prior learning: 

• EYFS – past and present 
• KS1 – build on timeline created 
• Year 3 – Ancient Egypt (Gods) 
• Year 4 – Ancient Greeks (Gods) 
• Year 6 – Vikings 

  



  



 

Year 6 – How did the role of women change on the home front during and after World War II?  

 

St Clare’s Unit Plan: 

I can explain the background and origins of World War II 
I can explain how and why the role of women changed as a result of World War II 
I can discuss the role of propaganda in recruiting women during World War II 
I can describe the key women’s groups that formed during World War II 
I can explain the role of women after the end of World War II 
I can explain how the role of women changed on the home front during and after World War II 

 

Learning enhancements: 

• Pupils look at replica artefacts 

 

Links to prior learning: 

• EYFS – past and present 
• KS1 – build on timeline created 
• Year 2 – Wartime nurses 
• Year 5 – Anglo-Saxons (invasion) 
• Year 6 – Vikings (invasion) 

  



 


